
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFOR}IIA, COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

Drtc 11-06-07
Honorablc

Honorablc SCOTT M. GORDON

S. VARTAZAROV

8:00 an BD4 55 662

Britney Spears (N/A)
vs.
Kevin FederLine (N/A)

tudgc

Iudgs Pro Tdtr

Dcputy Shcrifr

M, ARNOLD

R. WILLIAI4S

NONE

02:23.55 p.m. I  1-06-2007

NAItrnE oF PRocEEDINGS: COURT, S Rt,LINc oN SUBMITTED MA|IIERS

The Respondent has requested attom€y fees pursuant to Family Code $2030. In his Keech

declaration filed on October 10,2007,the Respondent requests attorney fees in the amount

of $160,000. The court has considcred the pleadings of each party including the

rosponsive declaration filed by Petitioner on October 19,2007.

The Petitioner filed an Income and Expcnse Declaration 0&E) on October 10, 2007, The

Petitioner indicated in her I&E that she works as a recording artist. The Petitioner stated in

this document that the "Petitioner stipulates that she has the ability to pay any roasonable

attorneys fees and costs.r' Thc Court has also reviewed the Petitioner's l&E filed on

August 8,2007.

The Conrt has considered tbe information submitted by the Petitioner in that document

reguding her monthly income, expenses and assets.
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Family Code $ 2030 provides that in a family law proceeding, the Court shall ensure that

each party has access to legal representation to preserve each party's rights by ordering, if

nec€ssa.ry based on an assessment of income and needs, one party to pay to the otber partn

or to the other party's attorney, whatever amount is "reasonably necessar/' for attorney's

fees and forthe cost of maintaining or defending the proceeding. Attomeys' fees under the

statute afe need'based predicated on what isjust and reasonably necessary to adequately

maintain or defend an action given the relative circumstances of the parties. Iq re Marriage

of Braud fi 996\ 45 Cal. App.4rh 7 97 . 827 .

In considering the relative circwrstances of the parties *re Court considers their respective

incomes and cxpenses, as nell as their eash available to pay counsel. In re Marriage of

DuncanQ00lI90 cal.App.4b617.629. Family code 92032(b) speoifically recognizes

0rat "[t]he fact that the party requesting an award of attomey's fees and costs has resources

from whioh the party could pay the party's own attorney's fees and costs is not itself a bar
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to an order that the other party pay part or all of tlie fees and costs requestedJinancial

resources are only one factor for the court to consider in determining how to apportion the

overall cost of the litigation equitably betwcen the panies under their relative

circunstances." Thus, even if a party has the ability to pay his or her own fees, a disparity

in the parties'respective circumstances may itself demonsbate relative'heed." Marriage

of Drakc (1997) 53 cal. App. 4th 1139, l16?; Marriage of cheriton(20Ol) 92 cat. App.

4th 269,315.

Ifthere is a ncod for fees and an ability to pay, the Court then considers the reasonableness

of the fees, including the results achieved and the manner in which they were achieved. /n

re Marriage of Keech (1999) 75 CaL App. 40r 860, 867-869. Services which have no

apparent effest other than to prolong and to complicate domestic litigation cannot be

deemed "reasonably necessary" and may properly be disregarded in determining whether

aod in what anrormt to order one party to contibute to the cost of the other's representation.

See Marriage of Behrens (1982) 137 Cal. App. 3d 562,576. The purpose of an award of
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8:00 an BD4 55 662

Britney Spears (N/A)
vs.
Kevin Federl ine (N/A)

future attomcy fees in a dissolution proceeding is to provide the party to the award

is made an adequate amount to properly litigate the action. ( In re Marriage of Ward

"The [trial] Court has broad discretion

in awarding attomey fees and costs in dissolution proceedings. tts determination will not

be distrubed on ap'peal absent a olear showing of an abuse of discretion. [Citations.J" ( at p.

628.\

In this matter, the Cowt bas considered the notable disparity between the parties incorne,

the natrre of the litigarion and the type of legal scrvices rendered. The lawyers for both

parties are highly respected and accomplished family law litigators. The vast majority of

the post-judgment litigation deals with the Pctitioner's conduct.

Based onthe cvidence pr€sented, pursuant to Family Code $2030 and $2032, the Petitioner

is ordered to pay the Respondent attomey fees in the amount of $120,000, payable
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forthwith.

CERTIFICATEOFMAILING

I, Iohn A. Clarko Executive Ofliccr/Clerk of the Superior Court of the Sate of Califomia for the County of
Los Angelcs, and not a party to tbe action hereby c€rtify that on this datc I mailed a copy of this minute order
to all parties by depositing it in sealed envelopcs with postage thereon fully prepaid in the U.S, mail at Los
Angeles, California addresscd as follows;

Sorell Trope, Esq,
l2l2l Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 801
Los Angelos, CA 90025

MarkV. Kaplan, Esq.
2049 Century Park East, Suitc 2660
Los Angeles, California 90067

Dated:Novcmbq 6,2007 JOHN A. CLARK, EXECUTIVE OFFICER/CLBRK

By M. Amold, Deputy
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