LIEBER LAW OFFICES

Stanley P. Lieber CSB#37628 CD
6351 Owensmouth Ave. Suite 100

Woaodland Hills, CA 91326

Tel. B1% 8RR 111

Fax, 818 BBR 1912

Attorneys for Plaintifl, Thomas Riccio

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE O

FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

THOMAS RICCIO, an individual | Case Number:
Plaintiff, BC400267

Ve, Complaint for Defamation, Fraud,

Intentional Infliction of Emotional Distress,

PHILIP MCGRAW an individual, STAGE 29 | False Light

MEDIA PROCDUCTIONS, INC. a Delaware

Corporation, and DOES 1 through 100 inclusive,
Defendams

PlaintifT, THOMAS RICCI0O, an individual, hereby alleges the following:

INTRODUCTION OF PARTIES
1. Plaintiff, THOMAS RICCIO “PlaintifT") a1 all times mentoned herein, is and was

in individual residing in the County of Los Angeles. State of California.

2. Defendant. PHILIP MCGRAW. ("MCGRAW™ or “Defendant™) is. and at all times

mentioned herein was, an individual residing in the County of Los Angeles. State of Califormia.

3. On information and belisf. Plmnui (Y alleges that STAGE 29 MEDIA

1

'"PROCDUCTIONS, INC. is a corporation with its principal place of business in the County of |

! Los Angeles, State of California
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4. The true names of Defendants DOES | through 100, inclusive. are unknown 1o
PlaintifT at this time. Plaintiff sues those defendants by such fictitious namés pursuant o CA
C.C. § 474. Plaintiff is informed and believes, and based on that information and belief allepes.

that cach of the Defendants designated as a DOE is legally responsible for the events and
happenings referred 1o in this Complaint, and unlawfully cansed the injuries and damages 1o

Plaintiff as alleged in this Complaint.
5. Al all times mentioned in this Complaint, each of the Defendants was the agent and
employee of cach of the other Defendants and in doing the things alleged in this Complaint

|
were acling within the course and scope of such agency and employment.

OPERATIVE FACTS

6. On Oct 6, 2008, PlaintifY taped an appearance on Defendants” ielevision show which
was aired on October 8, 2008,

7. Prior to the airing of the show, promotional advertisements were shown and
(| published several times on October 7, 2009 and October 8, 2008. In this promotional
advertizement, MCGRAW states, “0.J. Simpson - What Really Happened in That Hoiel
Room?” Then, a shot of Plaintiff is shown looking concemned as MCGRAW asks him “Arc vou
trying 1o cash in on this? - Didn't you sell the tapes for over $200,000 dollars™” Then, a
response from a different question is spliced in where Plaintiff is shown saying, “That's just the
reality of it.” Finally, a cut to MCGRAW is shown responding to another statement with ~That
just seems slimy 1o me.”

8. This splicing in answers to different questions implies that PlaintilT is agreeing with
| MCGRAW'S statements which he never does in the interview.

9. In this same promotional advertisement, MCGRAW quotes PlaintifT as saving that
he called Mike Gilbert, “A liar, a fraud, and a weasel.” The next shot is another out of comtext
scene of Plaintiff looking concerned, as if he is the one MCGRAW is calling the liar, fraud and

weasel,
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10. During the taping of the show, MCGRAW credits the Goldman family for putting
pressure on O.J. Simpson which ultimately led to his arrest and conviction in Las Vegas.
MCGRAW asked Plaintiff about this pressure and PlaintilT stated that he didn't agree. Then
MCGRAW states falscly that on page 167 of PlaintifT's book. “Busted” he said the Goldman's
pressure on 0.1, kept him from poing to the police. When Plaintiff again disagreed. MCGRAW
questioned the fact that Plaintifl actually wrole his own book.

11. The fact is that page 167 of Plaintiff's book “Busted™ docsn't even mention the
Goldmans, and nowhere in the book does it state that the Goldmans put pressure on Simpson
that led to those crimes and his conviction. At no time did MCGRAW ever correct this and
other errors that he made. People viewing the show were left with the impression that Plaint(r
did not write his own book and’or that he either lied in his book or lied in the interview with
MCGRAW,

12. Alter further questioning of PlaintifT by MCGRAW, PlaintifT states, “That"s just the
reality of it,” regarding pressure pul on by the Goldman family. That quote by Plaintilt was

|| thereafier taken and used in promotional advenisements as Plaintifl" s response to accusations

that he was cashing in on this incident,
13. Defendants also used a video clip of PlaintifT stating that “0.J. was set up, and now
he's going down for it.™ This clip was used out of context and without showing that Plainti i

i was referring o the two gunmen who he stated had set up O.). Simpson. Tt implics that Plaiminy

was somehow admitting that he had set up 0.). Simpson,
14. Defendants also published the following statements on their show:
I. That Plaintiff was referred to as, “The shady deal maker;”

[

That Plaintiff is “A puppet master who would sell his soul for o coin.”
3. Plaintiff is “The ring leader of this crime.”
15. MCGRAW, in the imerview, falsely ¢laims that Plaintiff set 0], Simpson up and

told people to bring guns into the room. Plaintiff's denial and statement that he is in fact anii-

gun. and would never ask anvone to bring guns into a room with hin, was ediied out andd

replaced with a shot of Plaintifi nodding his head as if’ in agreement with MCGRAW .
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16. Defendants had placed Mike Gilbert next to Plaintiff on a couch in the interview
and MCGRAW then told Gilbent that Plaintill called him A liar, a fraud, and a weasel.™ This
was an obvious attempt to provoke some type of violent, physical response from Gilben, and

cause Plaintiff bodily harm and emotional distress.

EIRST.CAUSE OE ACTION
{Defamation against Defendants)

17. Plaintifll hereby repeats and incorporates by reference paragraphs 1 through 16
inclusive, as if set forth in full herein

18. Defendants have made publications, orally uitered or inferred, with the intent 10
injure Plaintiff"s reputation, cither gencrally or with respect to his occupation.

19. The publications made by Defendants were, including, bt oot limited to. the
statements set forth above. Further, by splicing answers o different questions and showing
Plaintiff nodding as if in agreement with statements made, Defendants have further defamed
Plaintiff,

20. Al of the aforementioned publications made by Defendans were false.

21. All of the aforementioned publications made by Defendants were made with actusl
malice.

22, All of the aforementioned publications made by Defendants were unprivileged.

23, As o natural, direct, and proximate result of the Defendants” publications, Plainiilf
has suffered actual damage 10 his reputation. In addition, the damage w0 Plaimtiflls reputation
has cansed Plaintiff pecuniary harm.

24. The aforementioned conduct of Defendants were deliberate acts resulting in the
deprivation of PlaintifT"s property or legal rights or otherwise causing injury, and was
despicable conduct that subjected PlaintifT 1o unjust hardship in conscious disregand ol
Plaintiff"s rights, so0 as 10 justify an award of exemplary and punitive damages,

SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION
(Fraud against Defendants)
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25. Plaintiff hereby repeats and incorporates by reference paragraphs 1 through 16
inclusive, as if st forth in full herein.

26, At the time that Plaintiff agreed to be interviewed on Defendants™ show, he
believed that his answers would be shown in response to the guestions asked.

27, Defendants coneealed from Plaintiff their true intent. that was to misrepresent wha
PlaintifT"s answers were and that they would be splicing answers to different questions in
promotional advertising which had the effect of showing PlaintifT in a false light and of
defaming PlaintfT,

28, Had Plaintiff been aware of Defendants” mient and their intended actions, he would

not have agreed to do the inlerview,
29. As anatural, direct, and proximate result of the Defendants” conduct, Plaintift has

l suffercd actual damage to his reputation. In addition, the damage to Plaintiff™s reputation has
caused Plaintifl pecuniary harm.

30. The aforementioned conduct of Defendants were deliberate acts resulting in the
deprivation of Plaoinmtiff's property or legal rights or otherwise causing injury, and was
despicable conduct thar subjected Plaintiff 1o unjust hardship in conscious disregard of
Plaintif¥'s rights, so as to justify an award of exemplary and punitive damages.

THIRD CAUSE OF ACTION
{(Intentional Infliction of Emotional Distress against Defendants)
31. Plaintiff hereby repeats and incorporates by reference paragraphs 1 through 16
inclusive, as if setl forth in full berein.
32. Defendants’ conduct, as set forth above, was intentional and malicious and done Tor
the purpose of causing Plaintiff to suffer humiliation, mental anguish, and emotional and
{| physical distress.

33. Asa proximate resull of Defendants” conduct and the consequences proximately
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caused by it, as hercinabove alleged, PlaintifT suffered severe humiliation, mental anguish, and
emotional and physical distress, and has been injured in mind and body in an amount 1o bhe
proven at trial,

34, The aforementioned conduct of Defendants were deliberate acts resulting in the
deprivation of PlaintifT"s property or legal rights or otherwise causing injury, and was
despicable conduct that subjected PlaintifT 1o unjust hardship in conscious disregard of

1
l Plaintiff"s rights. so as o justify an award of exemplary and punitive damages.

FOURTH CAUSE OF ACTION

{False Light against Defendants)
35. PlaimifT herchy repeats and incorporates by reference paragraphs | through 16
|| inclusive, as if set forth in full herein.
36. Defendants published the statements made about Plaimiff as set forth above.

37, These statements made and answers to questions attributed to Plaintiff places
Plaintiff in a false light.

38. These statements made about PlaintifT and falsely antributed to Flaintiff would be
| highly offensive and embarrassing to reasonahle persons,

39, The aforementioned conduet of Defendants were deliberate acts resulting in the
deprivation of PlaintifT"s property or legal rights or otherwise cansing injury. and wis
despicable conduct that subjected Plaintifl to unjust hardship in conscious disregard ol
Plaintiff"s rights, so as to justify an award of exemplary and punitive damages.
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DATED:

WHEREFORE, Plaintifl prays judgment against Defendants as follows:

For damages in an amount to be determined at tnal;

For punitive damages;

For costs of suil incurred herein and expended: and

For such other and further relief as the Court may deem just and proper.

October 21, 2008

LIEBER LAW OFFICES

Stanley P, Licher
Attorneys for Plaintiff, Thomas Riccin
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