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{-IEI}UR LAW OFFICES
Stanley P. Lieber CSB#576?8
S351 O$'ensmouth Ave, Suite 100
Wondland Hills. CA 91336
TeI.  818 88S l8 l  I
Fax,818 SSB l9t3
Attonrcl's far Plainti{!, Thomu,s Riccio

TH{IMAS RICCIO. an individual
Plaintiff"

sil a 1$0t

-SI"ryERIOR 
COURT $T Tilg STATtr

FOR TITE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELIS

Cass Number:
8C4i l0362

Campl*int for Drfnm*tion, Frnud,
I nten tional Inllictian of Emolional Distress.
False Ligfit

vs.

I'HILIP MCORA\I{ an individual, STAGH,39
MEDIA IIROCPUCTION'S" INC. a Felaware
Corporation. and DOES I through lftO incllrsive,

Defcndants

Plaintiffl, THO$IAS ruCflO" an indir.idual" hareby alleges the fnllnwing:

IJUrll$;F{I{;Itt}. F A

l. Plaintifi THOI'LdS RICCIO'.Plaintifl") at alltimes mentioned herein. is and *'as

in individual resiciing in the Ccruntl'of,Los Arrgeles. $tate of Califu'mia.

3. Defbndant- PHILIP MCGRAW" ('"ML--GF*{1**" or *DefEnd$nl"} is. and at all linres

rnentioned herein 14'as. &n individ*il resirling in tlre Caunty qf Lr:s Angelus- Stat* of Cl*triJ'irrnia.

3. #n inf,on:rat.ion and treiietl Fiaintii} all*se$ thnt STAGE !9 $tEIltA

PR$CSIICTtrSHS,INC. is a coqp*ra:ion \"u,ith i*s principal place of irusiness in tlre Corrnrl't::l'

I.*s Angeins. Staie of Culifurni;l

I
Tt-I0!.,1.4s RJ{f,t(}'s cr:)${pLAI1|iT FOR $fiFAMA:n(}N, r',KAUn. t\*1-EN'l'rfJ}tAl" |NrLl{:Tr{}}r {}r LnM{}l'l()NAr,

DIS1'Rf-$S. FAL$E LI(:F{'T



I

?

I

5

6

$

I

t0

il

tf,

t3

l4

t5

t6

tv

IE

t9

70

?1

?!

?3

:'1

,){

26

?7

l8

4" The rue narnes of Defrndants DOHS I thmugh 1fi0, inclusil'e. nre unknoun tu

Fl*rintif'f at this time. Plaintiffsues thase clefenclants by such Ijctitious nffme$ pursunnt rn C.,\

C-C. $ 474. Flaintiff is infonne'J and bslieves, and based on tlx*t inforrrration ancl belief alleges.

thnt each of the ilefrndnnts desigirated *s a DOE is legally responsihle firr the eyents nnd

hap5renings retlrred to in this Cornplaint, and unla*fi,rlly caused the injuries and damagt"s rt:

PlaintilT as alleged in this Cornplaint.

5. At all rimos mentioned in this Complnint, each ofthe DefhntJants \r,ils the agent nnd

employee of eanh cf the othsr Dsfbndan$ and in doing the things allegerl in ftis Comptrnint

lr'ere acting rvithirt the course and scopr of such ag€ncy and ernplo).ment.

t}pnRATrw;.fACilfi

6. ()n Oct 6, ?$0S, Flaintifftaped on appenmnce on Oefbnelants' telerrision sholv rlhiolr

u,as airsd on Oclober It, 30S8.

7 " Prior to the airing of the show, $ramotional advertisenlents rl,.ere sh*r*rr nnd

publi*hed severnl limes on October 7,2009 and Oetober 8, ?0il$. ln this prr:nrotionnl

adverfissment, IT,ICGRAW states, "O.J. Simpsnn - \Lrhat Reall.v l{appened in That Ilalel

Ro$rn?" Then, n shot of Plaintiff is shorvn lonking c$ncemed as MCGRAW :rsks him "Ar c \ ur r

trying to cash in on this? - Didn'l you sell the tapes for over $300,0t)0 tlollars?" Then, rr

fespt)flse lionr a dif.Te,rsnt question is spliced in rryhere I'laintiff is shovnr saving, u'That's jusl th*

realiql of it." Finully* n cut {n McfiF*A\ff is shonn rcspunding tt"l nnnthsr rtatsment with .'Tlrar

just *erms slirny to mc."

8. This splicing in answcrs to different questions iurp-lies that Plaintiltr is agreeing rl'ith

MCCRAW'S stntenrents rl'hieh he nevsr cloes in the interuiew,.

9. In this same promotional advertisement. MCGRAW quotes Flainliff as xa3'ing thar

he salled trr,Iike Oiltrert" "A liar, n frnud. and s w'easel.""flrc next shot is annther out af contesl

scerrc of Plaintifflo.sking concerned. as if he is the ane fulCfiRAW i.* cnlling rhe li;rr, *aucl und

r+'easel,

2
TtlCIl'|.4.S RI(:CI$'S CtltitlL,4tNT FCIR DRI:i\MnflON, Fn"Atin, NIIlNTltlN.,\1" l}{Fl"tfl]"lilll fif F-\.1(tft(r\l,4l

DISTRSSS. FALSE LI(iIIT
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10" During ttre taping of the $how, fulilfiRAl['crcdits the Caldrnnn family lbr pLrtting

prdssurc on O.J. $impson rvhich ul{imately led tn his arresl nnd c*nvicfian in L*s \iegas.

l\,lCfiRAW asked FlnintilTnbout this pr€ssure *nd lrlaintiff st*ted that hs didrr'r agreu, Th*n

lvlCfiRAW states falsely thsl srl pftgs I (i? trf Flaintiffs bocrk, "I]Lrstsd" he said the lieilclmilrr's

Fressurs on fj.J. k*pt hi:n from gning ta the pclice. When Plaintiff agnin disagre*cl. f!tc{l&'A\\:

questifined th* fact that Plaintiffaetually wrole his rwn houk.

1tr. The fnct is t}at page |67 ol'PleintjlTs buok "Bu$tedon rlos$n'l eyen tlEnlion lhe

ffoldrnans, *nd norvhere in the book doe* it state tlr."lt the fi$ltlnrans Fut prsssr.rrt nn $inrpsnn

that led ts thoss crim*s nnd his ccnvictisn. At no tinle did h'l(ifil{AW er.er correcr rhis nntl

othsr r:rrors that he made, People l'iewing the sholv n-ere left with the impressinn thnt Flaintitl'

did nar write hi* *nrr trank and/or that hs eitlrer lied in his book or lied in thu irrtervierv q,illr

lt{c{ikAlv.

I l. After fur'ther qusstioning of l)lainti{Tby il'IC$RA\V, Plrtintiffsrntes, ""fhflt's jusr rh:

r*ality of it," regnrding pres$urc pul on by the fioldlnulr family. "l"hat quote by lllnintiff was

therEsftrr rsken ancl used in promotioual ndwrfi**nrsnts a* Flaintifls resp$n$E to **r,,*nii.,n,

lhat he ruas cashing in on this incident.

13. Defendant$ alsCI u*ed a video clip r:f PlaintilTstnting tNrnt "O.J. rva:i sel up. iltrd nu*,

ht'"s going dorvn f,r:r it.u' "llhis clip *as rr**d *ut *f corrtext and rvithCIut $harvinp that PlsintiiT

was referring to the n4'$ Sunrnfn n'ho he srated had set up O.J. Sinrpsr:n. It implies tl.lat Flninril'i"

r.'r'.rr sonrehorv adnritting thirt hc had set up O.J. .$impscn,

| 4. Defenilants also published the fallnrc,'ing stlrtsmen{s nn th*ir ri}r{nr,:

L Thai Pl;rintiff was ref€rrsd t$ as, '"1"11e shadl' deal maker:"

:. 'llral Plnintiff is "'A plrFpet rnii$ter w'ho nr:uld sell his snrrl llrr il r:oirl."

3. Plai,ntiff is ""1lhc dng lende,r of this cdms."

15" fuICCifu1W, in tl*e in[en''ien'" ftls*ly *laims thnt Plairrtiff$et O"J. $inrp*ern qr anrl

tclilpecple to hring guns into thc rr:on:" Plaintiffs denial and stnlenrtrtt that ire is in fact ;"lnri-

g*n. and nould never nsk ,anyone lo bring guns inln a r$$m n"ith him. rvan edited out nnd

replaced n'ith a shot of l)lsintiffnslding his tre"nd ** if in agreemenl qith lv{C{iR;\W.

J

'fI{{)lt{.AS RICCI(}'S C0h.'IPL"4INTFOR DUFAMAT|Oil" tRAl.:n. l:\I"fil{lloXAl- lNlfl-lc1'lC}N oF F,hf(}Tl{}lrl:\l
DISTRhSS. lt.4l",sr Llfi ll'f
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16. Defendants had placed Mike Oilbe$ next to Plainlift on a cnuch in the inrcr'vier\,

nnd h,fCGR{W then told Gilbrrt that Flaintil'f culted hint "A liar, n fraud. and a r.l'cnsrrl,'""I-hi:;

was &$ obvinus ntlempt to prnvoke $$me tr)"pe of violent, physicatr reslxlnse trom {iilbefi, nnd

ca*se Plairtlff bodilr,' linrm and emotiuual cl istess.

W
(Dofa mation r g* inst llef*ndrrnt*)

17. Flsintii'f hereby reFe&ts and incorporates hy rel'ercnce farasraphs t llrrnugh 16

inclu"sive. ns if srt fort} in full herein

18. Defendnnts har,e made purhlic*tiot'rs, orall,v uttered or infened. rs"lth the intenr tcr

injure Pl.aintiff s reputntion, either generally or with rsspect to his o*cupatiein.

19. The publicatinns nrade hy llefendants rvereo includlng, hut nnt lirrritetl ril. rhe

slfttsnrcnts set forth atror€, lrurther, by splicing ans\\rars to dilTerent questions and sliurving

Plaintiff nr:dding as if in agreement ldth statements rnarle. Defendants har,e llrther deiirnred

Plaintiff"

maliee.

20. AII of the nforementinned publications mad* by fJefbndanls,uvere fhlse.

?1. AII of the afr:remrntioned publicntions made bl.Defendnnts tverc. ntncls n'i{h actu;rl

??" All of the alirrernentioned puhlicirtions nnade hy D,:fenrlnnts were unprivilegecl.

23. As tr naluritl" direct, md Broximate r*sult of the f)efendants'puhlicali*ns. Ill*intill'

hcs suffersd actual damage to his reputntirln. In additicn. th* drmage t{r Plainrill's rcptr{utir:n

lras caused Flaintiff pecuniary harnr.

34" The albrernerrtioned conduff ofDefnndants $,er€ delilrErate astx resulting in rlre

deprivation of Plaintifl"s property cr legal rights or othenvisu causing injr.rry, anr{ ryss

despicable canduct that sub,iected Plaintiff to uqi:ust hardship in conscious clisregnrrl crf

Plaintiff s rights, so as to justi$ an au'*rd of exenrplarl.and punitive danrages.

$ficqNn cA{r$p oF,{c

(Fraucl agninsf Defendants)

.l

TI{O\'IAS RtCCl(}'S C0}tlPLAth:T rOR nErAMATlf}N, FRAt,l}.INTENTI{}NAI. l}JFl,lCTlOr.l r}F l:[,,|i]ftfiN.t]
DtsTn r5S. FALS.T Llt; r-tr
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25. PlainrifTherebyrepeatsandi*cr{poratesbyreferencepartgraphs I through I6

inclusive. as if set fortlr in full herein.

36. At the time rhat Plaintiff *greed f* be inten icr+'e,d on Delb*dants' shorr'. hi:

helier.'cd that his armwtsrs rmuld be shoutr in respeinse to the qu$slirrns asked,

37. Ilefbnriants eonce.aled Sour Plaintiff thsir tru€ inlent, thnt nras t$ ntisrepres*nl u hnr

Plaintiff s ;rnsl\'sr$ rvme nnd that they' *nuld be splicing anslvers to diffe,renl questians irr

promotionnl adr.ertising r+'hich had the effect clf shorving Plaintiffin a tblse liglit ancl tf

defan:ring PIaintiff.

iS. Had PlaintifT been flrvare of Detendants' intent and their intended acti$rrs. hc u.nrrld

not hsvs agrssd to d* the interviert.

29. As &nirtlriil, direct, nnd proximate result of tlre Defendants'conducl, Plain{ilThas

suffered aclual damage to his reputation. ln aeldition, the damage ln Plsinriff s reputa{i*n lrns

caused Flairrtiff p*cuniary harm.

30. "Ih* nforenrentinned conduct of Sefendants wers delih*rat sc{s rf,sulting in thc

deprivntion of PlaintifPs prrlp€rty nr l*gal rights or other*.ise causing injurl', rncl ll'ar

duspic*ble conduct thnt suhjected Plaintifftn uniust hard:rhip in consci*ux disregard ol'

Plaintiffs rights, s* as rn jusli$'an alvard of exemplary nnd punitive damages.

rsr8p-ealJ$$_#g,afi rxLu
{fntentionnl Inflirtisn of Emotion*l Di*tre s ugrrinst Defendants}

3 l. PlaintilThcrebl' repeafs and incnrpnrales by ref€rence paragraptrrs I thruugh | {i

indusive. $s if $st forth in full her*in,

3?" Defcndants' cr:nduct, a$ set furth ahove" rryas inlsrrtional and malicictus and dqrne |lrrr

the purp*s* of causing Plain*iffta suf,kr hHnriliatinno mental angtish, rnd ernational and

physical distess.

33. As a pruximfie resull of D$feniiants* u$nduct and thc c(]nscqlr$ncu:i prtxin:atcll"

_i
Tf{$M.{s RICCIO'S C0h{rLArhrT FOR I}gilAI,{ATI(}I{. FRA,Lrn. I}iTHNTr0lr:rr" lNFl-lc'l'l{)h $l hr.r(J 11()\.\l

DIS'TR"ES$- TALSg LICITT
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csused lry it, as hereinabovr alleged, Plaintiff suffsrsd ssvere humiliatinn" nrentai nnguish" atiil

ernotion:rl nnd physicaldistress, ancl has been injured in mind ancl bndf in an amnunl to lre

Frovsrl nt trial.

i4. T"he albrementiorled e$ndust ol'Oeikndnnts lt'ere deliberate scts resulting in the

deprirration of Plsintifs property or legal rights or othenvise cauxing injury, irnd u,as

drspicahle conduct that sutliected Flaintifftc unjust hardship in Eonsc.i*us disregard of

Plnintiffs rights, sc as to justily nn au'ard of exemplary and p*nitive rl*mages.

*]fi gR.t_ulka.usn*[,*trrrdJr{
(Fnl"re tr,ight ngninxt D*fendanfr)

35. Pleintiff herubl' reprats and incorporates b1' referense par*graplrrs I tlrrough l6

inclusive, as {t'sEt forth in full herein.

36. Refi:ndsnts publishcd the statements nrnde about Flaintiff ns set l$fth ah$v*-

3?. 'fhese sietements nrade *ncl il$$'rrs t* queslinns attributeetr tn Plaintiffplaccs

Plain{iffin a fulse light"

38. Ihese statement$ flx$de tbout PNaintiffanrl fulsely altributed ta Flaintiff noulcl he

highly oftbnsive and embnlrassing to reasonsble perssns.

39. lte alirrementisned cnnduct of Defund&nts rvere deliberate acts re*ultirrg in th*

deprivntion of Plaintifl'$ property nr legal rights or otherwise causing injury. nntl r.i'as

dexpicable condu$ rhet sutljectr:d Pl*intif]"tr: unjust hardship in ccnscious disregnril o{"

PlnintitTs rights" so ss to justity an a\4ttd uf exemplary and punitive dam*gus.

iti

li'i

rW

(t

T'l{t}r}rAs Rtcct{)'s cr}h'I{'t-d"tN"r F"oR 1)[FA[.lA"nO],i, f.ll.At"rD, J]*l'{iNTt{}I\JAL thst_.t(Ttc)N ()r u[.t{)Tl('rl\.1t
DISTRIIIiS. T,,{LSE LIGI] T
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WHSRHI'ORII " Pl ainti fl pral's j udgmenl againstr Defsnclnnts as Nrr l l orv*:

1. For damngcs in an amounl to be delennine.d at tri*l;

3. For punitive danlages;

3. llor costs of suit incurred herein $nal expendsd; and

4. Ii'cr such sther flnd further relief ars the e*urt may dee,m ju*t nnd XlrnF€r.

DATES: October:1" 2{}0S

LIEBER LAW OFTICg$

7
THOtr{.eS RTCCIO'$ CDMFL,AINTFOR DfFAfi,lATl0'1.i, FRAIJD. Rr|TGN'rl(fhl..tL I}iFl.l{'TION Ori [:[.]{)'l'l(ihi\l

Drs'l"RHSS. FAI-SE LlCl{l'

Atlorneys filr Pl*intiff, "fhomas liiccin



sultdMof{$
fcrnActoN JUotctAtJ

I{STICETO DEFENDAI{T:
{A vrso Ir. oEJ!ilAtvOADOJ;
PHILIF MCGRAW an individu*rl. STACB lq MEDIA
FROCilUCTICI?,.]$, $llC. a Delaruare Corporalicn. and
SOES I through 100 irtclrtsive.

YOU ART EHilG $UED BY PLAINTIFF:
fro EsrA p6i'fi4noAwoQ EL DEMANOAfT|IFJT
THOMAS RICCIO. sn individu*l

You ha\io S0 cALEt{DAn FAY$ attol lh,is $urxrrons *nd IFS*I papers erc serr*d on you to fllc s wrltsfi rerpofira at thk rolrfi lnd hrv6 6
eoFy asryEd ofl thg plainfrff, A lalt*r or phcno call wltl not Frot{ctysrr, Yourwiltran rs$psn*e muft be tn pmper l6grl foffi ll you lrent tha
csult to hesryour Gls+. Tbert rnay b€ t coutl torr|| tbat yBU frn u'e for your r*sponso. You cin fi*d thso court fsms *nd rnoro
lnt{rrilrstl{r,fi et rhl CslHomlt Csuits Onlinr self*lolp csnter lws/*.courtlnfo.ca.gavtr€lftelp}" four county hrr llbnry, or tho courgroura
nsanart ypu, It IBU csnfiot pay tha fillng fst, t!tr( tho cotln ch* ilbf I fr* wdvsr !um, ll you do noi tls Forrr rsapons€ on tirr5, you may
lq** th€ csss h!| &ttuq and lroff $r*grsf, mo$sy, and prcpa,rty flray bs rdl{sn $*houtfnntl*r warnlng iroir the cocrt

Tharr arc sther ,Sg{l rpqslf€nra$t$-. You rnsy $i|nt ta call aft slto:fiCy r{ght iloty. tl yoU dO n('t kn;iv an FftOm*y. lrst $ry want b call an
FttornPy rsi€rrsl 98ryi6s- * you cdnh$t afford iln atoffidtf, yDU m{y bs illglblg fof hi€ legal servlces trom n nonpralti lcgEl rsr!/lccs
prosravn. Yos san foseta thB&s ronprafil groups at tho Cililornls LsSrl $rrcicsr tftbb sit6 {wws.tssha}pcatlfornia.orgl,'ilre crlifomi$
C?urts OnlLls Seff-Hslp C$fitsr {*rvw.t6$rllnfo.e&govr*eml8lplt or Dy coftiadtlng your locNl rr'rrrl orcoufittr bdr r$rocietiofi.

fisrre 30 Ofi$ OE CAIEflOART0 dsspt lis de E*e la en&?grrrtr sstt crln*dr ypry*fes legd*e pam pnewrt*r{m$ roqpucctir por escrito
w' e,$tg fgtto yfirFet qs€ a€ enlrwrre .rra sqpia iC dftEdf}d'srle. lrl$ di/tr O uns ltaffgdd lst€$dnjss no lp F rrt*?refi, St, mipargsta pqr
6scn-fo llBna gtre a*frr an lornatro ,*grl corrFcio si dB*sd q$gptirfss6a' $3 gdfo i,rt ,t cortF, gl pgsr''br? que fia1.a un forn{rt;?r,o qti ustea
paiedF aJs€r FFre rs mfp.re$lt F{r6dG {rtconlfnr 6rifo$ ,bnnurr/ros de Je corlo y ,n &s lnformitr.,ic,n ad e, Con,rD d6 dj'.&ldE d6 ,t6 Co|ios d€
Crlllrrrnll fwwuoorXlnfio"cr,grov/wlfh*lp/*panol4, er la 0r'[Ji,obcr dc ley*s ds *v condado o m Ia corte gur re {ilEde,rrde oeJcd, Sjrro
pu*do prycr le c{,o& dc pr**errfsrr{in, Fid, a, $ecrettrip de ,i cgrlF que lr dd un formuf.pfro de exenct'rin .de p.Els dc c.retes. ,6i ,rg pre$eof'
*tl rtrydrsg{* s f*ntpa, puodepstd*J'tJ clsu por"hclmpJinti.onto ytr sorf* trepoff rylftareu *urJdo, dJncra y!f*ns$ $in rors advortsncrr.

lt{xrofi?lts$J&ibs{*Su-,*$' Fqtsrsrrsft{re&tr{u*rtsn€srrfi*ogtsdoiffirfdfutnnro.nio" Sirr{rc$inrsedrir}sbogedro,pjrgrdbrrg,ni;dif
s4fr.fro ds Is xisidn s a'sostsdo*. .5J no p$+da prg*. o un *&ogado, 6r ss*lslr qus clnnFlr con ,os r€qlri*itrs peru oftle**r **vit'jnc
tpd$tes $rtt$i&5 ds Fn Frogrsllta de .i€rvlulox legtrlat }fu t$e'r dE licrir. Prr*da a*rcorftrn/ eslo* grnrpor sin f*res de /ucro 6/, d stffo tll€,$ de
Cnlffornt-n fcg:{ Snndses, flpww.relvtrarpcaillomla.o.g}, en et Csnftr dd Ayuds .16 tas Cortss dd Ca$itmta,

CASf li;Jl{fiE*
i\r*w4 *Ni {rs}

. =-* -"+#i:---, oep,.rty
till,t.' {Arlunto}

I
i

I
1

0CF cia,5* {ninof!
CCF it i 0. 70,1 *o fl cefi/atee j

CCF .1 I fr ,S{' {aut\,or{z*d pers0nl

c0
l"?nm{gJH#a}bt

uu{ ? i t0s$

Jshn&"

i fvtailr,cfffiitttr{l,er"$ot/$f{ntst,FlF,$p.ngl, $ pontdndesg *o conf,$.cto don rs ccrte o €J scf*gib da rbsgads$ rscd€s,
L -*-""-*The nerme -aiB-address of
lg/ rurntfe ), dli"eeExin ft td f.sfle S$J
St*nlsy &f r:sk Crrurthnuss
I I I Nnnh Hill StreE{

j  lg.arl i
I

Lns Angdes, Califr'rrnia 9001:
The nxr*e, sddress" an'd teleBhone $urnb€r oJ plaintiffr stlomey. or plBintill w$thou{ an attorney. ie:
{EJ fiornf,trp, Ia {*rig sdn y.of rtrirne,ru de t*16trl*o &l *}ogacjo dei Frndrrdants o dai damandg ftlg qil& Dc f*fle asogrsrr$, e$,1;
$trrnl*y P. L!,eber, Telephone numher {818) 888-18U"
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