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ATTACHMENT TO TORT CLAM

1. Ms. Richardson complains that the County, its Sheriff, and his deputies, violated
her rights to be free from racial discrimination, disability discrimination, and equal protection of
the laws. Ms. Richardson complains that she, as an African American female and a person
suffering from a disability, was treated like a sub-human, while the County, its Sheriif, and his
deputies gave completely different treatment to others, including Paris Hilton, a Caucasian
female with an alleged disability and/or medical condition.

2. Ms. Richardson is a 51 year old African American female. As a result of an
accident while Ms. Richardson was in the armed forces, she suffered a double amputation of her
legs. Her right leg was reattached, but never fully recovered, and remains weak. She *ea.s a
prosthetic replacement on her left leg.

3. Ms. Richardson was arrested on February 28,2007 by the Los Angeles police
Department.

4. On or about March 7,2007, Ms. Richardson was transported to the Century
Regional Detention Center, a public jail facility operated by the Couniy and the County S-heriff
(hereinafter "the Lynwood County Jail"). She was left hand-cuffed to u go"-"y, and told that
the County and its deputy sheriffs were attempting to determine what to do with her.

5. Ms. Richardson slept on the gurney, and when she sat up the guerney overturned,
and she was injured, sustaining what was later diagnosed as a hernia. Althorigh Ms. Richardson
reported this to the deputies, she received no medical treatment for the hernia.

6. On or about March 2,2007, the deputies took from her her prosthesis, which she
desparately needed in order to move from one place to another, telling herihat it could be used as
a weapon. Instead, at that time she was given a wheelchair. She told the deputies that pushing
the wheels of the wheelchair made her feel like something was "tearing" inside of her lierhernia), but she was ignored. This treatment was in direct contrast to the treatment given Ms.
Hilton.

7. Ms. Richardson then was placed in a jail cell. She found that she was unable to
shower in the jail showers, because the wheelchair would not fit in the shower. She told the
deputies of this, and was ignored. In fact, she was told that she would have to .,crawl your fat ass
on the floor."

8. The next day Ms. Richardson again complained of not being able to bathe. She
was_told to "hop",toflte shower. She told the deputies that she could not do this, because of the
weakness of her QS* leg. She was again ignored. Instead, she was told "this ain't no Marriott.,'

9. Ms. Richardson was unable to bathe herself for over g davs.
10. On or about the 3'd day that Ms. Richardson occupied heicell, she was again seen

by a doctor in the jail facility. He again directed that she needed to go to the county hospital to
be treated for her hernia, which he now described to her as ..ripped.';

11. However, she was not allowed to go the hospitai. Instead, the County, the Sheriff
and its deputies refused to provide her the medical care shgneeded.

12. The doctor at the Lynwood County Jail issued several orders that Ms. Richardson
be allowed to use her prosthetic device. The County, its Sheriff and his deputies ignored them
all, and refused to allow Ms. Richardson to receive the medical care she n"Ld"d,

13. Eventually, Ms. Richardson was allowed to shower in the medical facility at the
Lynwood County Jail. However, immediately thereafter, the deputies removed her wheelchair at
night. As a result, denied the medical treatment and disability aicomodation she needed, Ms.



Richardson was forced to crawl like an animal if she needed to use the toilet at night.
14. Over the course of time, Ms. Richardson filed approximately 5 complaints on

County complaint forms about her treatment on the guerney, not being allowed to shower,
having her wheelchair removed, being refused medical treatment in the form of the wheelchair,
and being refused medical treatment for her hernia. All were ignored.

15. Ms. Richardson complained that not receiving the medication that she needed, and
the pain from the hernia, was affecting her mental condition. The medication which she needed
included medication for a previous bout of cancer. In apparent retaliation for filing these
complaints, instead of accomodating Plaintiff's disability and providing the medical care she
needed, the County, the Sheriff and his deputies transferred Ms. Richardson to a ward for those
with mental problems. In this ward, she was not allowed to use a wheelchair at all, and could not
shower.

16. Ms. Richardson also suffers from high blood pressure, and takes medication to
mitigate this medical condition. Although she had received her medication before being placed
in the mental watd, in apparent retaliation for her complaints, she received no medication after
she was placed there. As a result, Ms. Richardson became ill. Moreover, her hernia worsened,
and she began to vomit.

17 . At one point, Plaintiff's began to suffer symptoms from the failure of the County,
its Sheriff, and his deputies to provide her with the medication which she needed.

18. This treatment was, again, in direct contrast to the treatment provided to Paris
Hilton, who was placed in a special medical facility and provided every type of medical care
which she contended was required.

19. On March 19,2007, Ms. Richardson was returned to court. While entering the

2I. On March 20,2001, Ms. Richardson was told she would be extradicted. On the
same day, a deputy flung her food next to the toilet, and told her to crawl to it. Indeed, on a
number of occasions while in the mental ward, she was told to crawl to the toilet. Ms.
Richardson felt humiliated, and that she was being treated like an animal.

22. On March 2I,2007, Ms. Richardson receivep no food. In the afternoon, Ms.
Richardson was given her prosthetic devise, which *^$6l5t"n and unusable.

23. She was released the same day. However, because her prosthetic device was
broken, when she arrived home, she was forced to crawl from the taxi to her home.

24. As a result, Ms. Richardson has suffered terrible humiliation, embarassment and
emotional pain. She further has suffered serious physical injury and pain. She currently is being
treated at the Veteran's Administration for her hernia, and may require surgery. Her prosthesis
has had to be completely replaced, at a cost of over $50,000.00.

court, her wheelchair caused her to fall, due to the careless handline of one of Defendants.



CONTACT: GLORIA ALLRED
(323) 6s3-6530

Today we have filed a legal claim against the L.A. County Sheriff and L.A. County

on behalf of our client, Pamela Richardson, an African American woman, age 51, who

was recently arrested and incarcerated at Century Regional Center in Lynwood,

California. We allege that while in custody, Ms. Richardson who had serious medical

issues, was treated far worse than Paris Hilton and that our client was discriminated

against because of her race and disability. Further, she was denied the equal protection of

the law which is her civil and constitutional right.

On February 28,2007, Ms. Richardson was arrested by the LAPD. On or about

March 1,2007, she was transported to Century Regional Detention Center.

As a result of an accident when Ms. Richardson was in the armed forces years

earlier, she suffered a double amputation of her legs. Her left leg was reattached but it

never fully recovered and remains weak. She wears a prosthetic replacement on her right

leg and a brace on her left leg.

While at Century Regional her prosthetic device and leg brace, which were in good

condition, were removed from her, although she desperately needed them to move from

one place to another.

Instead, at first she was handcuffed to a gurney where she slept and when she sat

up the gurney overturned and she was injured suffering a hernia. Although she reported

this she received no medical treatment for the hernia.



She was provided a wheelchair but she tcld the deputies that pushing it made her

feel something was tearing inside of her (her hernia). Her complaint was ignored, in

direct contrast to Ms. Hilton who was provided fulI medical treatment for her medical

needs.

At the jail, Ms. Richardson told the deputies that she was unable to shower in the

jail shower because her wheelchair would not fit in the shower. Instead of receiving

assistance she was told "Crawl your fat ass on the floor". Another day when she

complained she was told to hop to the shower, but she told the deputies she could not do

that because of the weakness in her left leg. The deputy's response was "This ain't no

Marriott". As a result, Ms. Richardson was unable to bathe herself for over 8 davs.

Although the jail doctor issued several orders that Ms. Richardson be allowed to

use her prosthetic device those orders were ignored and she never received it or her brace

until she was released from jail.

Although she was sometimes permitted to use a wheelchair in her cell, it was

sometimes removed at night. As a result she was forced to crawl like an animal if she

needed to use the toilet at night.

Ms. Richardson filed 5 complaints while incarcerated. She complained of her

treatment on the gumey, not being allowed to shower, having her wheelchair removed

and being refused medical treatment for her hernia as well as being denied medication she

needed as a result ofhaving suffered from cancer.

In apparent retaliation for filing these complaints, the County, and Sheriff s

deputies, transferred Ms. Richardson to a ward for those with mental problems. There her



rnedical condition wcrsened as her hernia went untreated and she was denied the
medication that she needed.

In addition, in the mental ward she was not allowed to use a wheelch air atall and
could not shower. This was in direct contrast to Paris Hilton who was provided every
type of medical care that she required.

On March 20,2007, a deputy flung Ms. Richardson's food next to the toilet and
told her to crawl to it. On a number of occasions while in the mental ward, she was also
told to crawl to the toilet. Ms. Hilton never received such treatment.

On March 21,2007, she was given herprosthesis at the jail and released from
custody. They never returned her brace. The prosthesis was broken in pieces and
severely damaged. She never received an explanation as to how it became broken while
it was in the custody of the deputy sheriffs.

They opened the door to the jail and let her hobble out of the jail to a taxi. When
she arrived home, because the prosthesis was broken, she needed the assistance of the taxi
driver to hobble into her home.

Although arrested by the L.A.P.D., Ms. Richardson \ryas not prosecuted. As a
result of her mistreatment while in custody, she has suffered serious physical and
emotional harm and extreme humiliation.

She is now being treated for her hernia at the Veteran's Administration in Los
Angeles.



When Paris Hilton was remanded to jail on Friday, she cried out "It's not right!"

We say about the shocking, revolting and discriminatory treatment of our client, Pamela -

"It's not right!"

It's not right that a young, white celebrity female should receive the medical care

that she needs in the L.A. Countyjail system, but an older African American woman who

was not well known receives inadequate and substandard medical treatment.

It's not right and L.A. County needs to investigate and change their policy and

practices. We want Paris to receive the medical care she needs but we want every inmate

to receive that same hieh standard of care.

We hope that as a result of the legal step we are taking and plan to take that every

inmate will receive the appropriate medical care that Paris was afforded at Century

Regional and at Twin Towers. Paris matters but so do they. We look forward to the

County's response.

GLORIA ALLRED

SAM WELLS

Attorneys atLaw

June 11,2007
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Contact: Gloria Allred
(323) 6s3_6s30

STATEMENT OF PAMELA RICHARDSON

It was very upsetting to me to have both my prosthesis and my leg brace taken

away from me when I entered Century Regional Detention Center. I only received my

prosthesis after I was released. I never received the brace.

To have been in custody during those three weeks and to have to crawl at night to

the toilet and be told to crawl to the shower was very humiliating. I felt that all mv

dignity was taken from me.

I know I am not Paris Hilton, but I am a human being with medical needs and I

don't understand why I was treated in the way thatl was.

Medically speaking it made me sicker not to be able to walk and take care of

myself.

without my prosthesis and brace, I couldn't even carry my own food tray or take

a shower and take care of other hygiene needs.

It was shocking to be treated and mistreated in the way thatl was.

I hope what happened to me never happens to anyone else.

PAMELA RICHARDSON
June 11,2007

Represented by
Attorney Gloria Allred

and
Attorney Sam Wells


