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March 2008

The Honorable Jrdgn William Terrell Hodges
Senior United States Distuict Judge'UDited States Distict Court: Middle Dishist of Florida
OcalaDivision
207 N. W. Sesond Stre€t
Ocala Flotida 34475

Re: Character teferenco for Mr. Wesley Snipes

Honorable Judge Hodges,

It has been said that great leaders build their lives upon simple principtes. I was fortunate
enough to meet'Wesley Snipes over twenty (20) yeas ago and have galted him a fiicrld
sirce that first day. We have worked together, laughed together, sbared oru loowledge
with one another and respected eacJr otherthroughout those years.

I have see,lr and am awarc of the principles on vftich he has built his life : honesty, tuth
and couage. In tre motion picture indusUy, it is easy to fall into thp wortril of gossip and
petty talk yet he has always been the pitlar of diedty, distinction, value and powerfully
rntendcd integrrty. He always puts pdnciples before pe,rsonalities.

Wesley is like a tree - a mighty oak, He shds for so Dily, r'like a tree, planted by
sheffits of water with leaves that do not wither." Many who know him have witressed
the fruit ofhis labory have sat in his shade and even beeaprotected by.his presence. I am
proud of him, proud to call hinr a fellow thespran and most importarrtty, proud to call him
afriEnd.

I lop" tbat shming my observations will assist you in making the appropriate decision in
his case.

JA$ Voyfor your considenation,

\Xfu
L) '

Denzel Washington



wooDY t+/+RRFl,.*soN

lvlarch 24, 200E

The llonorable Jrrdge WiUiEEn Tqrrcll Hodgo
Serdor United Stces Disfrict Judgo
United Statcs District Corut: MiddlE D$rict ofFlorida
OealaDiviriou
207N. W. Secoud Sbeit
Ocala, Fl$ids34475

RBI EHARACTERREFBRENCE - WESLEY ShIIPES

HqmrableJudge Hodges,

Ive known Wcs orrcr 20ycars, shce &e vory bcgrnuurg of my career. My firstnnovio was tJso bis
fi:st movic, Wildrsils with Goldte }Iarm- Bub of w were 23 ad on birtbdays re only one week
aPart I was' along with GoldiCs cbafoctern ihe onty Caucasian associrted wlth ths fau" A fbry of
the folkc on the prodrrction were foUowem of Louis Farrakbatr, It was the flrst time I orperienced
racism bwnrdsee. This rvqs ohaltengfug and whatcould lancbesn atrugly situatlon hrned ortr to
be quite 6t oppoaio, Wes took 6E timJ to diseuss and atisscct tbe issue uf raclsn wirh all orf us,
and moot of orl freo timc togethcr on the sct rruas speal discu**ng rsae from a hi*orical pcrryective.
!e suiro for rightness tn all his relations and I rcitizcd carly on ufrd a tnre citizpn of tlie world
Wes is. He contiaues to.cara wy resp€ct to this day.

.WT i! exocmcly well read md his qucst for linowledge is rrletrtle$. Ho respects e balthy debate,
as do I, and we'vc h+l soure rnemorable on€B ov€f, tle yean wtrich have lnflncnced my tboWbts and
aotions. Wos seeks soludons and rcsolutions rarhff rfair sining bask aud warchiry thohonss and
lnjusticee tbnt ptague our vorld,

Wes contlnues to encolrage and ohallenge me to be ths best md I can be by beiae a co!:il8rtt
tierd- A_dwoted, cuing aod lovine trusiand ssd ftftk, Wes is atso a strodg rciehodel for me in
my own ra-';ly lifa I consider hi:m a part of rny fsmity, and it is en honor o calt Wps my brotbfr,

Thank you for yorr coqsiderstioo.

RerryectfuIly,
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AprilTs 2008

The Honorable Jrdge William Terrell Hodges
Senior United States District Judge
United States District Courc tvtiCOIe District of Florida
Ocala Division
207 N.W. Second Street
Ocal4 FL 34475

. RE: IVesley Snipes

Dear Honorable Judge Hodges:

. Please accept this letter in reference to my long time friend Wesley Snipes who I have
known for a number of years in both a professionai and lersonal .manner. I have had the distinct
Ptfyf of observing him as a father, colteague, friend and m€ntor. wesley is a very spiritual
individual whom, despite his wealth and fame, remains extremely humbte and has expressod to me his
sincere regret throughout this entire process,.

Wesley has become educated on the pitfalls of being gensrous, tnstworthy and honest.
Unfortunately, it was his honest nature that forced him into theie legalities, I can say frorn my
personal experience as a ludge that people are always trying to manipulate and defraud peopte with a
high profile status. Wesley has mentioned to me his dcsire to educate individuals to seek knowledge
and a clear understanding of all information before accepting what is presented to them.

- 
I strongly betieve that jail time woutd not beuefit Wesley and respectfully request leniency

frsm the court. Wesley is rernorseful for any involvement he had with these other individuals and is
willing to share his experience with others in the community and in ensourage them to not become
involved in tax-rclated sc.hemes to defraud the IRS.

' I hope my insight about Mr. Snipes will aid you in your final decision of his case. If you have
any additional questions, please do not besiate ro give me a call.
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Tte Hsnon$b Judgs William ?errcil Hodgss
Scoior Unit$d $taes Disricr Juilge
Unitcd San+r Dbeist Cosr tfiAdeOisfiict ofFlorida
Ocda, SlsriflsDivision
207 N.W. Sauond Suect
Ocala, Rorifla 3HF75

Re Wesley Fuipo

YourHonor
:

First, as a fuUtlc figrrre with a telwision progran aod a rEtlFed siminrl
cotlfl judgelfor So sbte of Tcthessce, I wish to disalaio any iateutbn to
cotrYoy tho fmprcssiou thafi tbat Dy crur€at od prior professional ststss in
€ruwry be thoug&t s$nitted fortho pruposs of enhancinethe impact of my
advocacy of mercifrl considcradon for &e peilitim for leniescy adrranced by
your defemd[nt. Rafter, rhis iB aheartrlt uupplicatiort by a brmble aitircn on

' behalf of a $oug nan -1at I havo come to respect and admire.

Please be advised that I hare b*n personally acquaintcd with Dr- Snipes for
approxinnnfy five or six years and I hsyt found hiln to be one of tbose rare
individruls possgsscd of elr sctremely develo'pod social aoascietrce. tle has
caused mp b be oftte opinion tbat hc is crdrc,uety rryell read and consbrly
vigdaot of the opporhruify to apply thc principles of equity ard
egzliHia.isb tbat hc has glearcd fion hi$ resdings" experieuce and grneral
shilac'tertolhe world around him; his altnrism in roaching out to his fbllq\y
ffiur appctrt to reflect aousis0eot ad gprruile haitc ttat I am rsfrosbcd to
fiud in him..His ie a epodly narrre that I feu is sadly rae these days if mt
out ritht Udang€'rcd witb sxtinotioo" Hc appms to be consistcntly
mofirdcd by a dcsire to bc of serrdce to his fellorv mau- I believrc &nt fre
appee(ance rcflects the astual rcality with ss noar a confidonoe of cerhinty
as I gm ablato assifn to suah tlrings.
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I bave roactd the derergination oprosucd aborc drring rte couss of mny
intensc dissuisioas on tbc nahre rird *alacbisticr 

"itnroaui,ty 
*i6 th,

yorug nm. IIe is u imcnpe ad enrsged idivifual who bas so;rioood *e
that te ie e€rlcstly dodicod to tbs bctcrment of maukind" The geod dtrtor
canc to rE ri'ith exocllent family credentiab as a Eatter of rcftr€ooc ftom
sre of hls $rccs witb n&om t hait thc pleuuo of being irvolved in a
ou-qf 9f pqgjeots !o ad&ess rhe ueeds of at risk iufr-eit yorihs. I was
acbally itrbtrllrrc€d to hin by gu! of my glosps fimds aqdioU"a$ca g61.,
Clifford stc{art} a mao of depth t"no I bnvc kuorvr for norc tirt fr'rr,y
ycars aud of thou I haw an cxcallent qpinion; someors in qfron I harc the
gredevt trust'. and cstrfidEtrcc in his judgrcnt md opinion. Ths mput$ion
was_6d Dr. Foipoo rlyas I pcrso[ ttai I would aprcoirc rnecriu$ a-bavclcr
g1 tbat narqvy pd baversed by personr who look at ths jormey fuough
life as an opirqmlniry to deliwr servica to their fellow mai uo nffi md
ffiph& tbe 4dwrtages that they bevr ucquired to tls bcilofit of otle,rs-

As a gruli$ing preombleto wbat frllows, let ne fixt assue 5ronr rrorcrthd
I am cowinqed thd yornpeulioler is not only well nware ofbrr & in fact, a
vigororrs afilocde of tho prircipl" of peisotrEt reryomhility md confuses
ftll aucepta{co of bis pnoual acoorrnbbility fw the aouscqoomer sf his
own actoasrsnd offss uo rtifipe of ovasion fq thgm. I an dso confifu
thd Dr. Slines is orp of thoso pcwous whose motives f,E onbslauce most
tilrcly !o be nobls iu esscupc. On tt" otber hsn4 [ hsve cautioncd his fton
timr to ting th* b is sonednss all togclhcr too tnrsting and is thcrcty
likcly to fud lftuef t odds with his orru elEratod prr1poses as I
:oosegueocc of soaetiucs bcing eatirely too prms to tkow u'etl
mtentioned tut ill adyissd coasideusc won pcrsms with wbon hc has ooly
sltght as{rrabhoe.

Hs meaus vietl, brr bss yet to loqn &at his dedlcation aad gpod purpwo are
not as usitrtrcf,t with otheea as hs t6uds to beliovc; a 6ult sdr/cd rp by a
basic soruflnoss hd Epodmss of his heut. IIE suftrs fiom fre
coFsqnrcnc0s of uiefakcnly beloving lbd. hb siuocrity, iutegrity, rctivstiol
and puposq are conutmly shaed. lt fu on unfortrrnsbe reality thu may of
those hE fids hinsolf in hagffie with are rrndouwt'ing of such confideope,
Tbe person bafsc you is a firuting; sooctimes gullrth, individuat who is
wlncrablc to 60 opportrntst inrmieble dmrm to sur.h oclebrities as yoqr
def€oddq tbe sm*imss falso, somstimes nisguidd, souefilnps rcokless
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who would dpceiw qr misl€ad tq scgrrp thc eodorscnen! tu* ard eqport
of a'$tr'. ,

If I migbt b+ indulged by pofirtirg this out, your deftodant ie a pe,rrson
poes€sscd ofian mornou$ amsd b todafs youfh. I! this corteld, he is
uuiquely osppble of having r v€f,y positivo inpact rryon lhcm wifr tls
positivc meshgc of drrty aud obligUion thar he hes consistsstly urged rrpon
and forthrxoi IwouldFqose ta 1,ou $athF sbouldbepcrnisedtoprnsrc
nrch ̂ims with ae lifitc pcilal enombrancc ac is poss&le and rypropri*o. He
is an individdal who has dono - and wrlll oontinue to alo * Irosidvo thiugs for
out rooicty,; I 6e'rafore urgp yor+ your Honor, b grant bim $rch
coasi&ratio4 md merroy ln surtencing as you might find mcribd. I $,sutd
advooate, @ihis b€hflIf, thrt pru lenienoy be er*p'oeivc. I ftfter oontetrd
trst in tbe evcnt that your sugust person aescpts this hrmble commendation
of mino you lqill fiDd 6tt tbc pmbability is hig that your l*g€ss will p,rorrc
wcll placed snd bcneficial to the public.

bb/JBB tr
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